Sponsor or Editor
There were communal disturbances at places. The newspapers,
he felt, were through irresponsible reporting, helping in creating
panic. They were not at all serving the community. On the other
hand. Government was trying to suppress information. He did not
like that either. On March 20,1947, he wrote to the Prime Minister,
Shri Nehru : "I would like you. ; . to tell me what you can
about the Punjab tragedy. I know nothing about it save what is
allowed to appear in the Press which I thoroughly distrust. Nor
am I in sympathy with what may be termed by the old expression
of * hush hush policy. * It is amazing how the country is adopting
almost the very measures which it criticised during British ad mini-
stration. Of course, I know the reason behind it. It makes no appeal
to me."
India was divided and the communal frenzy was at its height.
Pakistan Press was exaggerating reports of riots. One such was
regarding Kathiawad. Gandhiji sent his workers to investigate the
matter. It was found out that reports were mostly false. The local
Muslim leaders admitted, through a wire to Gandhiji, that there had
been much exaggeration about communal riots, Gandhiji nar-
rated this in his prayer meeting on December 5,1947. " The proper
thing," he said, " is to trust truth to conquer untruth.*' Later on,
in his prayer speech, he gave a practical suggestion as to how to
report on communal disturbances and avoid exaggeration. There
should, he said, be a joint board to which all reports about com-
munal troubles would be submitted for scrutiny. The board, if
necessary, may refer such cases to State Ministers before giving
publicity.42
For sometime past he was thinking of closing down the Harijan.
In a letter to Sardar Vallabhai Patel, in July 1947, he wrote :
" .... I also feel that Harijan should now be closed. It does not
seem to me to be right to give contrary guidance to the country.'*
He was sick at heart when he did not see eye to eye with the acti-
vities of some of his colleagues.
To the Manager of the Harijan, he wrote : " Perhaps we may
have to decide to close Harijan. ... My mind rebels against
many things that our leaders are doing. Yet I do not feel like
actively opposing them. But how can I avoid it if I am running a
4fl D. G. Tcndulkar: Mdhatma (V. K. Jhaveri and D. G. Tendulkar,
Bombay, 1954), Vol. VIII, p. 61.
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